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Master Development Plans 

• What is a Master Development Plan (MDP)? 

 Previously called Plan of Development (POD). 

 A document that describes plans for multi-well 
development. 
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Typical APD Time Restraints  

• BLM strives to get APD’s processed and 
approved within 30 days. 

• The following obstacles make this goal 
challenging: 

Process Typical Time to Complete 

Consultation with USFWS 30 days 

Preparation of NEPA 

Document 

30-90 days 

Emissions Inventory Unknown 
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The Concept 

30 Days 
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Reality 
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The Solution – Master Development Plans 

• Consolidates multiple wells into a single 
process: 

 One NEPA document. 

 One Consultation Letter to the USFWS. 

 One Emissions Inventory. 

• After an MDP is approved, future APD’s 
within the parameters of the MDP can be 
approved MUCH quicker. 
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Master Development Plan Components 

• Geographically related APD’s are combined 
into a single proposal document. 

• A single Surface use Plan and Drilling Plan 
are prepared for all wells within the plan. 

• A single coordinated onsite exam can be 
conducted for all proposed wells. 

• A single NEPA Decision is issued. 
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Things You Can Do With All The Extra Time 
And Money MDP’s Will Save You 


